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at CAMBRIDGE, Sept 


mnt re 
— 


WE FUE TE . — I ON OI 


* * 


Was Ordain'd Paſtor of a Church of C f RIST ne 
gather d in that Part of the Town call 


— 


4 * 


By EBEN EZ ER 


Faſtor of the Church in Medford. 


— * - N ” . . 


* 


1 Tim. iii. 2. 4 Biſhop muſt be blameleſs. , © 
x Cor. x. 32. Give no Offence, neither to the eus, 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church of God. 
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2 CokixTHIANs vi. 3. 


Giving, no Offence in any Thing, that. the Miniſtry 
; VESTY be not blamed. 17. 


98 the Subject I have choſen to treat 
8 on, this ſolemn Day and Occafion, * 
: is weighty and important; and, con- 
ee ſſdering the Tempers and Manners. 
EX XI NIX of the preſent Age, highly ſeaſonable;. 
vi 8 1 am ready to perſwade my ſelf, a 
i Diſcourſe upon it will not be unac- 
% ³Ü ap... - 5 Tab 


* 


Our bleſſed Lord long ago predifted" and chreathed 
Ao to the World 77 of Offences : It nu be that © 


"Offences will come: But Wo to that Man by iobom the 


ence cometh ! Surely then Wo to that Minifer, 2 
double and treble Wo to Him ! It is the firſt fair Line 
drawn by the Pen of the Apoſtle Paul in his Character 
of a Goſpel Minifer, 1 Tim. 3. 2. 4 Biſhop muſt be 
blameleſs. Whoever is Blame worthy, He muſt be free 
trom Scandal, and without juſt Ground of Blame; ge 
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in SERMON © 


nor tothe Church of God, 1 Cor. 10. 32. i. e. neither to 


them that make no Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, but are 
Enemies of it; nor to them that embrace it; neither to 
weak and puny Chriſtians, nor to ſtrong and eſtabliſh- | 


ed ones. * 


Giving no Offence in any Thing, that the Miniftry be 
nos blamed. e | | 


The holy Apoſtle Paul, who is the Writer of this 
Epiſtle to the Church at Corinth, does not by this Paſ- 
ſage intend to characteriſe the beloved Brethren, and 
unfold their Duty ; but to vindicate himſelf, and do 
Jaſtice to Timothy, and other godly Miniſters Reputati- 
ons : As alfo to point out the incumbent Duties of all 
ſuch as defire the Office of a Biſhop, or ſtand inveſted 
with it; as is evident from the Connection it has 
with the firſt and ſucceeding Verſes of the Chapter. 


The Words need little Explanation ; a few Gloſſes 
on them will lead us to a Doctrine. Giving no Offence ; 
1, e. putting nothing in the Way of others whereby 
they may be juſtly offended ; no Offence to diſcourage 
them from embracing the Chriſtian Religion, or cauſe. 
Profeſſors to apoſtatiſe from it: No ſtumbling Block 
or Occaſion of falling in our Brother's Way; to allude 
to Rom. 14. 1 4. no juſt Occafion of Offence. Ia any 
Thing, i. e in any Part of our Office-Work, or in any 
Step of our Chriſtian Walk or Converſation. Some 
add any where and to any Perſon. In all Places and 
Companies we muſt be cautious to offend none, but 
ſuch as Truth and Holineſs will offend. That the Mi- 
niſtry be not blamed, i. e. our Preaching and holy Ad- 
miniſtrations: It may intend alſo the miniſterial 


Function, and thoſe that perform it, and the Religion 7 


of the holy Jeſus, on which the Blame too often. un- 
juſtly centers. Be not blamed, i. e. found Fault with ; 
thatanill Report be not carried about concerning it ; 


that we and our Miniſtry become not contemptible, as 


it ſoon will be if we give juſt Offence ; if the Work 


we undertake be neglected or ill conducted; Y BY 
71 F 5 9 a, 6 c THY iy | 
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ing none Offence, neither to ths Fews, nor to the Gentiles,, | 
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'Y Liver not. the Sermons we presch unto vou. TI 8s if 

tze Apoſtle had faid, We put no Bar or Obſtacle in your 

Way, ©. ye Corinthians, to hinder your profiting by 

dur Miniſtry: Lou ought therefore to make Progreſs _ 
in Religion, in the Faith and Duties o Chriſtianity, 

9 er 5 | 

ve the Grace of God in vain as many do. 


1. and not recei 
= 2 In like Words the Apoſtle writes to them in the rith 
IJ and 12th Verſes of the Context, after he had in Ver, 8 
enlarged on his own and his Fellow-Helpers Inoffen- 

. Gveneſs, Diligence and Faithfulneſs. — © ye Corinthj- 

ant, our Mouth is opened unto you, our Heart is enlarged, 

ye are not ffraitned in us, but ye are ffraitned in your 

own Bowels. NES | „ og 


The Miniſters of the Goſpel in our Day, ſhould fo 
holily, and juſtly, and unblamably behave themſelves 
\ among their People, as to be able to appeal unto them 
as Witneſſes of their good Behaviour ; and particularly 
of their Inoffenfiveneſs, as the Apoſtle here does; we 
give no Offence in any Thing ; and ſo ſome render the 
Tonk... ren, wn i os oor DR RR 
Object. But is it poſſible for any to live wit bout 
giuisg Offence © ea LY oe TOY 


oo. TE LOL ET 


Anſw. No verily ; Paul himſelf who wrote the 
Words, and makes the humble Boaft, was far from a 
perfect Man; he Law in bis Members warred oft @- 
gainſt the Law of his Mind, and bro't bim into Capti- 
wity unto the Law of Sin; as he complains; Rom. 7. 
23. Peter, the chief Apoſtle, was more than once 
blamed : Our Lord himſelf, upon a ſpecial Occafion, ex - 

| _ preſly fays to him, Matt. 16. 23. Thou art an Offence 
fo me. And that the Evidence may be full, the Apoſtle 
Fames aſſerts it, Jam. 3. 2. In many Things we offend all. 
In ſcholaftical Speculations you may hear of ſuch a 
Being, but you ſhall no ſooner find him than the Eccho 

in the Poet.” Let Quaters and others idly dream of 
ſuch utopical Perfection, and not us. We may not ex- 
pect to be ſo blamelefs as the Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters 

of the Church: Yet are we to ſtrive to be more ſo, in 
our Imitation of the holy Feſ#s, who was without _— 


2 1 » — CRE”: 
. ; . 
Went; Chi. 
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40 our fincere Endeavour to follow Him in all Things, 
"will (through the Riches of free Grace) be confttyed 
Tndfenfivenehs by God. Our Dili ence, Integrity and 

Faith ful nei in ar Part of our Work, will be crawn'd 
with the Reward of Perfection! in the coming World. 


Having thus clear d the Way, I} pro poſe more fully 
to confider the Words under this Docter Fine, viz. 


That ſuch as are in the N pairs; Pould carefully 
avoid giving Offence in any i that the 85 
niffry be not blamed. 


Four Propoſitions may be Gelen unto under it. 


251. There ore fome Perſons in the Minifry ; invefte 7 
with the Office, and empley d in the We 2 1. 22 


; II. Such do and may offend in many Things. 2) To ; i 


III. On the Account of fences given by them, "the 
. Minifry 15 blamed. EE: 


wv. Minifers ſhould 4 3 giving e 
that the Minifry be not blamed. _ ; 


I. There are ſome Perſons in the Minipry: 3 joe 
with the Office, and employ 4 in the Work. _.. 


From the exrtieſt Ages of the World to this Day; 
there have been ſome Perſons ſelected and diſtinguiſh d 
from the Bulk of Mankind, to officiate abour holy 
Things. In thoſe Nations among whom the Know- 

ledge. of God has ſpread itſelf (and few, if any, are 
ſo barbarouſly ignorant and ſtupid as. not to diſcover a 
ſupream Being) there have been Prieſts and Miniſters, 
unto and before the People. The ſacred Office, and 
the Worſhip of a Deity, have ever born the ſame Date. 


Long dee e Promulgation and. Writing of the 
Law, we read of God's rafing ug ſome extraordinary | 
-—* rerions, 


wt 
w_ 


"Mi Orficatin Rn 


1 . 
Anna were fayout'd-with ſpecial Revelation; Roe 
-officiated in religious Matters and Rites, peculiar to that 

Diſpenſation the Church was then under. Enoch and 
Noah were Preachers of Righteouſneſs in their Day 

and all the holy Parrinfeks, . a were Wen of 
n in a Senſe. 298 | 


„Bude the 8258 we and PR more e N 
related than the divine Inſtitution of the Priefts Office, 
and the Manner of their Adminiſtrations : "heir 
Worſhip, Ordinances, Rites and Ceremonies, fill bp ſe- 
veral Books of the Old Teſtament. This "Miniſtry" 
continued ( together with extraordinary Propheſy ) to 
the End of Times. In the Clo'e of which, our Lord | 
ers Chriſt, the eternal Son of God, and the gregt 
Prophet and Head of his Church, appear d (according 
to the many ſure? Words of Propheſy ſpoken concerning 

him) and appointed another: Kind of Miniſtry in hi 
Church, to continue unto the Cobſomivation IE all 


Things, "Mar. 28. ka rap 8 Fug 2 a Y 


We ade * Fes eau Abet AJ 1 Apoſttes, 
frond Prophets, 7 me Evangelifts, ſome Paſtors and Teach- 
ers. Some of theſe are extraordinary and ſome ordi- 
_ nary Officers. The extraordinary ones were the Apo- 
Ales and Prophets and Evangelifts, who were ric 
furniſh'd with high and eminent Gifts of the Spiri, 
anſwerable to their Employment, to prove their Milo 
and confirm the new Revelation, and ſpread the Golpel 
far and wide, and cheriſh, and ſtrengthen the infant 
Churches; which Gifts ceaſed by Degrees as there was 
leſs and leſs: Occaſion for them. Theſe: extraordinary 
Officers ( as ſuch) have no gueceſſors: I am ſure we 
have no Reaſon to believe it, until thoſe who pretend 
to be the very Men, appear like gifted and FTI and 
n 85 en. ebe . Commifon. 40.7 1 | 
Pa 75 and Teachtns are the abba fanding' Officers | 
who el Power either to teach or govern: Golpel Char- 
ches. All others (Which the ſeveral Sects and. Deno- 
mi nations of- Chriſtians are ſo fond af, ſome of which 
C;epe 3 into de W ſeem unknown 
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to the Apoſtles. Pafors and Teachers are the Men 


„ whom our; Lord raiſes up from Age to Age, for the 
 Workof the Minifry,. and for the ellifying of the Body 


People to ele& them and ſubmit to them. 


/ 


ly at 


6% Chrift, and will do fo till we all come to the Unity 


_ of the Faith, aul of th; Knowledge. of the Son of God, 


unto @ perfect Mun, unto the Meaſure of the Stature 


1 of the Fu'nefs of Chriſt. Theſe our Lord beſtows Fur- 
_ viture-£p2n,-inclines to the ſacred Employ, and moves 


by bis Spirit to undertake it; putting them into the 


| Miniſtry by a ſolemn Seperation in Ordination; and 
over particular Flocks, by influencing the Hearts of a 


» 
, 


4 . there! have been, and ſtill are r the 


Miniſtry; inveſted with the Office, and employ'd in the 


Work : But as this Propeſition is only introductory to 
my main Defign, the general Hints given under it may 
ſutice. And I proceed to tze 1 


II. PROP. Such as are in the Miniſtry may and do 
fend in many Things. That they may do ſo is beyond 
Diſpute; and that they actually do is too evident to 
be deny'd. c 2100- 


<1 Pueft. The grand Enquiry here ſhall be, What theſe 


©ffences- are: which Minifters may and do give? 


Anſio. And it ſeems neceſſary in order to give a 
fall Anfwer, to mind you of that common Diſtinction, 


Offences given by Miniſters, and Offences taken by the 
People, We muſt ever carefully diſtinguiſh between 


real and ſuppoſed Crimes. Every Thing is not an Of- 
tence that is chriſten'd ſo by our People. Men will 
ſometimes be offended with Truth and Holineſs itſelf-: 
A tlagrantInſtance of this we have in the ſewiſn Nation, 
who were often and greatly offended with the bleſſed 

Son of God and the holy Apoſtles, and the ſublime and 


heavenly Doctrine they taught the World. Scribes 
and Phariſees and Sadduces will be offended at one 


Saying and another. Rom. g. 33. CHRIST is called 2 


' Fumbling Stone and - Rock of. Offence. And the Apo- 
tles are challeng'd as Sexters forth of firange Gods, 


only. 
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onlyeſd⸗ Seng our Saviour and the KK J ral 
dy the Philoſophers at She rhe as we am. 12 hy . 8 1 
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b aiſcuſin ing tac „ Lede _ ſet the Propofcion” in 
2 Juſt Light and. anſwer The Wellen P12; een N 
6 1.0 There are fone rte 205 Veal Offences whiph.” 1 
Minifters do ſometimes give. ;” and that” both in be 4 
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* 5 ) 7 bers are 2 me great and real Offences cb 
Minifters do give, in the Work * their £ 105 WF. in 
their 2. and Cc ad ar 1 4 


of 1.) 2 the Diſcharge of the Wark _ 47 ; ue 
they gide Offence ; and theſe Offences. are found'both in 
their private Work and in their more Pu. ith Aldwini- | 
frations. : 


* 


pp G op. 7i SWC 
In general, Th ey ever \eiveOfſence whos! they: either 
totally omit incumbent Duties, or perform them in a 
Manner unbeceming the ſacred Function; when they | 
._m tot good Heed to their "Midry to fulfil! 8 
0 1.) I will inſtance im the Omiſſons, br ill rech. 
mance of the more private Duties 1 the miniſteriet 
Office, WRIT Offence is 1 e eee a 


3 A Miniſter ives Offence when be n 
C | neglects bis Studies: hen ſufficient Time is not de- 
voted by bim for Reading, Meditation and Prayer 
(Duties 150 enſably neceſſary) to furniſh” him for 
Service. e pretend not to preach by Inſpiration,” 
but muſt Jig deep in the facred Mines of Truth; and 
by hard Study find out acceptable W ords, and profi- 
ye 2 to entertain our People withahy 9 * 1 
B 2 N 1 , : 


Oyl for the Lamps of the Sanctuary muſt be long pre: 

paxiog. Qur People know, that it will, take, up conſi- 
dera le Time to qualify us for the various revolving 
Batinefſss of our Office. They are juſtly offended 
when a Miniſter, inſtead of giving bimſelf wholly" to 
theſe Things, does hardly any Thing at them. When 
he follows a ſecular Calling (while his People ſupport 
him ſutable to his Rank) or is nesdleſly abroad the 
greateſt Part of his Time, I grant our People are not 
able to ſet us our Stints; to ſay how long we are to 
ply our Books from Day to Day: Some need more, 
and ſome leſs Time, on the account of their different 
Powers and Acquirements: Conſtitution and Incym- 
brances. call ſome eff longer and oftner than others,; 
and People often judge amiſs in this Caſe: But ſome- 
times the Neglect is ſo evident, that a vulgar Eye may 
eien. F 
2.) Miniſters ofteff give Offence when they manage. 
their Viſits ill, or negleti to make any. There is a loud 
Cry of Offence when we, don't vifit ;: and indeed the 
Oecaſions for paſtoral ones (for of ſuch I ſpeak more 
especially, not but that neighbouring ones are accep- 

table, and a Duty ) are very frequent. Our People 
conceive it to be our Duty to go from Houſe to Houſe, / 
andithat long Track of miniſterial. Work lies here. 
. Many go too far in this Thought. But it is certain, 
Civility, Reaſon and the Goſpel oblige, when Inſtruc- 
tion, Exhortation, Reproof and Comfort are greatly 
needed, and cannot be ſo well diſpenſed other Ways. 
Tue Sick and Tempted are to, be viſited; and we cer- 
rainly give juſt Offene if we neglect to go, when ent. 
For by them, or others in their Beh alf. 


But it may be, a Miniſter by ill managing his Viſits, 
gives more, Offence than by omitting them. By the 
Unſezfonablenels of them; by the Shortneſs or Lengthi - 
neſs of them: by ſpending them in ,unſavo?y Wor- 
dineß anch trifling Impertinencies ; by manifeſting too 
much Loftineſs of Spirit on the one Hand,  or-finking : 
into cos much Meanneß and low Familiarity on the 
other; by a criminal Freferrence of pee eee 
2 8 BG 9 8 an 


An: eee SPRMOK.. 5 
and an uojaſtifiable-Partiality; un hort When no gS· 


Word is dro * nor an Ks bf the Converſation. . 


ſated to the' of the Family; and the Miniſter's 
Back wardneſs to religious Diſcourſe is eafily a 


TR Peome: are: mes and juſtly offended. * & fr 


* Nr * Af 


(3 nter gi give great "Offence, when the Chit. 5 
dren and young People of 4 Place are left uninflrufted 


and. diſregarded hy them. When the bs: of the 
Floelc are not fed, nor the Hope of the Flock tenderlyx 


cared for; when the wholeſome Exerciſes of Catechiſ 


ing are neglected when private Meetings of pious 
Youths are nat encouraged; and cheriſhed ; When there” 
are no Endeayours (or only faint ones) uſed to revive" 
and uphold ſueh Things of a primative Stamp ai 7 
us, our People grow ne our n become 
| offended with us. 


©; A 33 ww it \ A. 7 


4065 2. 2 I come. now to inftance in + the Omiſſion' or in 


Management of. ſome of the more public Offices \of the 
Miniftry, in, .which Minifters give Offence; ſuch a8 
Praying, A e Ws W Ban 


. . { i Nl 15 | 


' in. ok. the Miniſter offends i in 1 theſe whe he'is 
backward to them, and loth to engage in them; — 
a ſmall Matter, a ſlighty Indiſpoſi tion will. keep bi out 
of the Pulpit when from this general Conduct it 2 
that inſtead of taking Delight: in his man. be has 
hen wien it. N 7 ys 


-, 
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5 ws Preaching i is | the Miniſter's 8 ads Works: I — m. 


4 2. and in nothing does he: sive more Se r 


in the n * if, As, | 

4 1 | . 
5 1 5 He \Pracedes. unſound, Dabei, and offers 
that to be believ'd- which is not according to the Faith 
once deliver d to the Saints; or l urges that to be 
form'd which is not according to the Grace of Cod, 
the Doctrine of God our Saviour; and adds Dreams 'of 
a Reer e ns, . re ede there- 

0. 5. at 3 1 
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38. ; ks 3 When - 


13 
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1: Mw Ofdivation $'B-RMON. 


"When He evidently: ſhuns te declare the whole Coun: *: 
 ciloof..God, or keeps back any Thing that is profitable 
ſor the People, and ſuffers them to live a long while 
under his Miniſtry uninſtructed in many Articles of 
Faith and Practice; eſpecially if he has been humbly 
mov d by his People to conſider them; he gives Of- 
/ 24577. $7247 SENT (6) 


N. 
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When He inſiſts moſtly on anneceſſary and circum- 
fantial Points, and the Things whereby a People are 
ts be ſaved, ( the vital Parts) are but ſeldom and 
lightly tonch'd upon. When © He feeds them with 
Fancies, or handles curious Queſtions or needleſs Con- 
troverfies,” or puzzles them with zew Schemes, or makes 
Salvation turn upon his own private Sentiments of 
ſuch Matters, he gives Offence. ee Tree 2 


When a Miniſter fills vp his Sermons with per ſonal 
Reftect ions, and manages his private Quarrels in the Pul- 
pit, and ſeeks his own Profit more than the Profit of 


many that may be ſaved, he gives Offence. 


When his Sermons are no way adapted to the Sate 
of his Flock, nor the Motions of divine Providence; 
when there is not a proper Regard had to the timing 
 Piſconrſes, and the Portion belonging to every one is 
not dealt ont in due Seaſon : If particular Vices pre- 
vail and openly ſhew their Heads, and the Miniſter 
neglects reproving and condemning them; if dan- 
gerous Errors creep in, and he takes no Care to conſute 
them : If in a Time of remarkable Judgment or Mercy 
be is not wiſe to obſerve theſe Things, and teach the 
juſt and wiſe Improvement of them, he gives Offence. 
if he handles the Word of the Lord deceitfully, and 
not by Manifeſtation of Truth commending himſelf 
to Every Man's Conſcience in the Sight of God; if he 
reſts in Generals, without coming to Particulars, - tho” 
ſome may not take Offence, yet he gives juſt Oecaſion 
of. Offence to all. THT 1. 


When the Language-and Method of bis Diſcourſes 
are imirover, or hard to\be underſtood by his Hearers, 


2 ; EPA 1 EN Arb *. 


dhe * Offence. > When inſtead of conveyid 
Ideas and Senſe of Things in plain and naturał 
and Expreſſions, he makes uſe of the Jargon of yarn 


and Metaphyficks, or amuſes them with-He 1 N 


Latin or French Names; or ſoars above them in _— 
of Poetry, and Flourithes of Rhetorick:; br- goes in 
the other Extream of uſing indecent and homely Phra. 


ſes, ſuch as ſavour of the REO: or the Play-houſe; be 


wo Offence. * 


„ = 
* 


5 


N 0 [ef Offence is given, WI bis Method js gere, | 


- whether purpoſely ſo contrivd to ſhewt himſelf out of 
the Reach of the Peoples ang oi or throogh 
_ bangs and want of Art. ; i wi * 


os 


When a Minifter has little or no e to the Pie: 5 


munciation, and Manner of delivering bis Sermons, he 
gives Offence. The jovial and merry Air, the ſour 
and diſtorted Countenance, the antic and the motion- 
leſs Behaviour, are unbecoming the Pulpit Orator. 


There are ungrateful Roars, and Tones, and Whines, 


and Whiſpers, which are difficultly deſerih'd, _ 
eafily perceiv'd, and muſt be avoided, or we give 


fence. Miniſters are to act as the Ambaſſadors of the 


great God in delivering his Meſſages to the People: 
And ſuch Offences as ſome are gullty of againſt the 
Rules of Decency and Modeſty, very e 8 
People againſt hearkning to them. e | 


_ 'Laſftly, When a Minifer offers that <3 bis | People 
which coſts him Little or Nothing,” the gives Offence. 
When purely thro' a Spirit of Sloth, and for indu' ging 
carnal Eaſe (without any regard to the Safety and 


dification of the People) he preaches the ſame Matter | 
over and over again, in the very ſame Words & Dreſs, 


when he has both Time and Power to prepare other 


and better; or preaches Sermons wholly compos'd by 


other Men, without fo much as making himſelf Maſter 
of the Subject he treats upon; or when he goes into an 
Extemporary Way of preaching or when by the Je- 
june neſs and Shallownels of his Diſcourſes, it becomes 


Aer to a People that he takes no Pains about * 
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Ladd; When aMiniſtet preaches as little as wn ata * 
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} 
2.) Miniſters give Offence in their ir publick Tren, 
when either the Matter, Expre oy or Manner is un- 
ſuitable. When they pray for what they ought not, or 
For ſuch as are not the Subjects af Prayer, or for ſuch 
Things as are foreign to the Occafion they pray upon. 
When their Prayers are not well adapted to thoſe who 
join with them ſo as to pray believing they ſhall receive; 

- when they are made up of rambling Impertinences and 
needleſs Tantologies, unguarded and doubtful 'Exprefſi- 
ons, and deliver'd without Seriouſneſts, without Earneſt- 
neſs; or when they confine themſelves too much to a | 
ſet and ſtinted Form of Words, and evidently negledt i 
to ſtir up the Gift and Grace of God in them, while | f 
8 = Yn and ſolemn rde * uy 


Düne. 


6 3.) aer 1 of the Sd; 
they give Offence, a by ſome of the ſame Defects and 
Failings before-mentioned ; fo by omitting them, and 
putting them by for trifling and unwarrantable Cauſes, as 
unneceflary Journeyings and worldly Bufineſs, or at the 
Deſire of a few We ontents — their People. i, © 


{4 ) Miniſers give Offence by the Sleckneſs and feves 
rity of their Diſcipline. When thro' Fear and adaſ- 
tardly Spirit they 'negle to make. uſe of the Keys of 
the Kingdom deliver'd to them, and ſuffer diſorderly 1 
Walking among Profeſſors. When gbro' Favour and 
Affection to ſome, they allow them to live in Error, 
and Vice uncenſur'd, When they admit all ſorts of 
Perſons to Baptiſm and the Lord's Table, and ſlight the 
weighty Objections that are offer d againſt the Scanda- 


lous. When wy careleſly let fall the Reins of. Go-. 
8 vernment, 


vernment, they give offence. Great offencealſo do ſuen 

give who Lord it over God's Heritage, and rule with Ri- 7 
gour and to ſtriving ; who for every involuntaryMiſtake, 

trifling Miſdemeanour, and even humane Infirmity, ad-. 


moniſn, ſuſpend, and excommunicate, aſſuming to them - 
ſelves a Power to bind and looſe, and deliver to Satan, in 


a_ Senſe, and in ſuch Caſes, as Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
never intended it. Such Miniſters alſo who take upon 
them to tranſact all Ecclefiaſtical Affairs by themſel ves 


alone, denying the Faternity thoſe Liberties and Prive- 


ledges they have a right to enjoy, as Members of Society 
and the Body of Chriſt, and bare down all before them 
by arbitfary Proceedings, give offence ; eſpecially in theſe 


Churches of Neo- England, where enough has been ſaid, 
and written, in favour of the Brethren's Right, and greatly 


miſapply'd on many Occaſions, A | 


(2.) I paſs now to inſtance in ſome of thoſe Offences 


which Miniſters may and do give in their Walk and Con- 


ver ſat ion. And here it may be ſaid in general, that 
every thing they ſay or do unbecoming the Chriſtian 
Character and Profeſſion, all Duties omitted, all Vices 


committed, and ill Example ſet by them, juſtly offends. 
Yea,byReaſon of their high Station in theChurch of God 


and near Relation to Him, and the greater Meaſures of 
Light they are ſuppos'd to have, their Faults are moſt 


aggravated, If Miniſters are not careful to live the Doc- 


trines they preach, and take not good heed unto their 


Ways, and order not theirConverſation according to the. 


Goſpel ; if they allow themſelves in any groſs and ſcan- 


dalous Vices, ſuppoſe [ntemperance,[njuſtice,Uncleannefs, 


Coveteouſneſs, Pride, &c. and give the Reins to their 
Paſſions; or if they only uſe Liberty for an occafion to 


the Fleſh, and appear to take delight in walking to the 


utmoſt Bounds of what is lawful, as Dancing, Gaming, 


frequenting Taverns, going into bad Company, &c; If 


they be too much conform'd unto this World in their Air, 
Dreſs and Addreſs : In ſhort, If they are not Men of the 
ſtricteſt Morals, and leave no Room for Ee vil to be ſaid on 
their Account, they give Offence. And truly our People 
are more competent Judges of our Lives and Couverſa- 
tious, than of our Adminiſtrations; they know not what 
3 = Excuſes 
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Excuſes we may be able to make for our Deſects in ſume 


ofthe latter; but they know we can have no good ones 
for leading an idle and diſſolute Hie 9 4 


(2.) I come now to inſtance in Offences taken by a 
People; but not given by the Minifter. And here 1 
mall not go into diſtinct Heads, but only ſay, that when 
a Miniſter is faithful to God, and the Souls committed 
to his Charge, and reproves, rebukes and exhorts, and 
endeavours to fill up all the Parts of the Miniſtry he has 
received, he will certainly diſpleaſe ſome. For to ap- 
prove himſelf to God, and to all Men, and keep a good 


Tonſeience, is a thing impoſſible, We have among our 


People Perſons of different Principles, Taſtes, Humours 


and Manners. Some Weak and Erronious, ſome Obſti- 


nate and Stiff, ſome Captious, and many Vicious; when 
ſuch as theſe make upa great part of an Auditory, we 
may fairly ſuppoſe Offence will be taken at everyPrayer 
that is made, at every Sermon that is preach'd ; at all that 
is ſsid and done in theAdminiſtration. When Miniſters 
denounce Wo to Hypocrites, and plainly ſhow the 
Marks that diſcover them; when they declaim againft _ 
the Follies and Vices of one ſet of Sinners and another; 
how often do we hear (before the Week is paſſed) that 
many areoffended. The Heretick can't bear to have his 
beloved Errors {truck at, the Hypecrite hates to ſee his 

Pi ture drawn, and the boldSans of Vice are impatient of 


Contradiction. Every thing declar'd contrary to the 


Sentiments and Prejudices of an Auditory muſt needs be 


an Offence. The ſame things will offend at one time 


and pleaſe at another, on the Account of the differing 
Frames, Humour, and Conditions a People are in. How 
often do we find them takingOffence and judging us for 
the ſmalleſt matters; ſuch as our forgetting to mention 
their Caſe in Prayer, upon a Bills being put up; our Read- 


ing a longer or ſhorter Portion of God's Word; appoint- 


ing a particular Pſalm to be ſung; uſing of Notes too 
much, or not uſing them at all; viſiting. one oftner than 
another, without knowing theReaſon of it ; not viſiting 
the Sick tho' altogether ignorant of their Sickneſs and 
unapply'd to. In ſhort, the - outward Circumſtances, 
Poverty, Parentage, way of Living, Dreſs, Recreations, 

| Marriages 
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do the Work of theLord,whether Men hear and accept 


n. PROP. That on the account ef Offences given by. 
Minifters, and taken by People, the Miniftry is blamed. 
For the clearing this Propofition I ſhall ſpeak very briefly 
to three Particulars: '': 7 Ten ne arr 
(i..) His Perſon and Miniftry who gives the offence, | 


(2 9 f All Minifers and 4 b E Office it ſelf rs blamed, 4 8 


. 


| (30 The Goſpel or the Religion of Fefes. e 


* (1.) His Perſon and Miniſry who gives the offente, 
is blamed. He to be ſureſſhall not eſcape; the Blame is 
juſtly caſt upon kim if he has given realOffence. It is 
his Crime, his Shame and Diſhonour; and the People of 
"God do well to be angry and offended with him; they 
ſuffer by his neglect and faulty Conduct. He ſins, and is 
to be blam d. But if the offence be only taken and not 

wen, the Biſhop is blameleſs, and the guilt of the Of- 
— will be imputed to the People. But alas, it ſeldom 
happens that Men are ſo juſt as to let their Reflections 
ſtay on the Perſon of the oF-nding Miniſter No, all his 
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| Adminiftrations quic dy become contemptible in their 

Eyes; and ſometimes for one Offence in Doctrine, Dif- 

ceipline, or Converſation, a Miniſters uſefulneſs has come 
to a Period among a People. EF 


( 2.) An Miniſers and the Office it ſelf is blamed on 
be account of Offences. Men either cannot thro'W eak- 
ness, or they will not thro' Obſtinacy,diſtinguiſh between 
Perſons and Things, (the Office and the Officer) but 
too often do form their Opinion of the Miniſtry in ge- 
neral from the Miniſtrations of one Man; (as tho one 
offending Miniſter had ſtood Repreſentative of the whole 
_ Clergy, as Adam of his Race) and hence the Body of 
Miniſters are reproached as a ſet of ignorant and vile 
Perſons. The Weak are eafily perſwaded to entertain 
an ill Opinion of us; (and how great is the number of 
ſuch? ) and there are many ſubtile Emiſſaries of Satan in 
every Place, to watch for our halting, who catch at every 
Straw, and aggra vate everylnfirmity to ſet People againſt 
us, and blow up the leaſt ſpark of Difference into a 
ſpreading Flame ; and join in caſting Firebrands, Arrows 
and Death all over the Country. It has been obſerv'd 
with Sorrow in too many Companies, that upon men- 
tioning the Offence of one Miniſter, ſome general Re. 
'fHl=Qtion on his Brethren (however blameleſs) and the 
Offi-e it ſelf (however ſacred and neceflary ) has 
followed. „ ee | 


(3.) The Goſpel, and the Religion of the bleſſed Feſas, 
is blamed on arcount of © dnt Through the Igno- 
rance and Corruption of Mens Minds, the Faults of the 
Profeflors and Miniſters of Chriſt are unjuſtly imputed 
to him, and his holy Religion. The World will fix 
its Eye on the Lives and Manners af Chriſtians ; eſpe- 
cially on ſuch who are advanced to an high Station in the 
Church, and preſum'd to be beſt. acquainted with, and 
moſt influenced by theGoſpel ; and if they give offence. 
in many things, Heathens and Infidels will mak e a loud 
ery, and be prejudic'd againſt Chriſtianity. It has been 
their conſtant Practice, (as the Hiſtory of former Ages 
ſhows) and we may expect no other from them. And 
why itould we ? Singe we read of God's own People 
1 | 4 | 4 2 S Iſrael, 


Iſrael, abhorring the avſe of 
the groſs Immoralities And 
among the Baptized r there are thoſe 
. who fo ſtumble at the Lives of Profeſſors, and Miniſters, 


as to keep back from the ſacred Communion. on that 
|  CAcconnt alone fromYear to Year. I know well chat all 
1 Theſe are far from reaſoning juſtly; and do not confider - 
5 Religion in a true light. But it is the only one we can 
perſwade them to behold it in, which ſhould be a'preyail- 
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all things to all men, that they may gain fome.---- We 
mu in ſome Meaſure be. careful in order to maintain a 
122 au good Reputation among our People. 
Even the graceleſsMinifter will deſire to be well ſpoken 
of; and the gracious one will more value the precious 
Ointment, and not ſuffer the ſmalleſt Inſect to defile it. 
Other Arguments might be hinted, We muſt avoid 
giving Offence if we would approve our ſelves the Mi- 
niſters of God, and not Offend Him: If we would hops | 
forComfort and Rejoycing in our ſelves: If we look for 
the highRewards of Miniſters : If we would not be found 
among the Things that Offend in Chriſts Kingdom, and 
have that dreadful Sentence pronounced on us (among 
the Wicked of our Order ) Mat. 7. 22. Many will ſay 
_ wnto me in that Day, Lord, have we not prophefied in thy 
Name, -------- and then will I profeſs unto them, I never 
knew you, depart from me ye that work Iniquity. Fs 


The IMPROVEMENT and APPLICATION of theſe 
Things is now to be attended ; and of the many Uſes 
and luferences that prefent themſelves, I ſhall fingle 
out a few, having allow'd-my ſelf to run too great a 


(r.) We learn that the Miniftry is a very Difficalt 
Work and Office, andCalls for ſuperior 2 ualifications and 
great Aſſiftances. © Th ” 


Nothing ſhows the Difficulty more than this, that in 
theDiſcharge of it noOffence muſt be given in any thing, 
How hard a Task to ſinful Man, who by the Offence 
of One is made liable to offend in allThings ? None but 
Perſons of ſuperiour Qualifications, of good Natural 
Abilities, acquir'd Learning, and vital Religion, ſhould 
undertake it. A Miniſter ſhould be a Man of Powers, 
Learned, Prudent, Pious and Courageous. But who i; 
ſalftrient for theſe things, altho' adorned with the moſt | 
ſhining Accompliſhments of Nature, Art, and Grace, 
without the continual Aids of God's Holy Spirit? Truly 
the Strength of the moſt furniſh'd Miniſter is ſmall com- 
par d with the ponderous Weight of incumbent; Duties. 
He needs {till more Grace to qualify him, to ſtrengthen 
aud ſupport him, and preſerve him blameleſe. 
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us. When we conſider the BJaf that has been upon 
our own Miniftry, and the Blame that has been caſt on 


the Miniſtry in general, it forces Tears from our Eyes, 


and even breaks up the Fountains of Sorrow within us; 
and we pour out our ſad Laments in ſecret Places before 
the Lord. It is to be fear'd that thoſe of our Order who 
remain inſenſible of their offending, and are not thus 
5 under it, have not yet ſeen the King, the Lord 


(3.) Hr careful ſhould Minifters be not to concern 
themſelves in Ordaining of ſuch as are likely togiveOffence. 


They ought to be well fatisfied in their Qualifications, - 
that the Dull, the Immoral, and Heteredox croud not in 
upon us. I am far from thinking with ſome good Men, 

that we ought to tye up Perſons to ſubſcribe Confeffions, - 
and Articles of our own ; or compel them to adopt every 
nice 'Tho't in any humane Scheme, in order to qualify 
them for the Service of the Churches. This is an Impo- 
fition that neither our Fathers, nor we could bear. But 
yet on the other hand, to ordain Men that boldly oppoſe - 
the Doctrines of Grace, and banter and ridicule the Paith 


and Orderembrac'd in the Country, is contrary to com- 
mon Senſe as well as theGoſpel, Miniſters andChurches _ . 


have a right to know Men's Principles, and the Perſon is 
nf ſuſpected of bad ones, that is not free and open to 
oy Clare. ; OR | W „ | 


(4.) Our Doffrine aduiniſterr word of Caution to 


Candidates. 
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Ihe tho'ts of giving Offence ſhould hinder them from 


ruſhing precipitant into the Miniſtry, and alſgquicken 
them toa blameleſs and  inoffenfive Carriage, that they 
may come free from Scandal into it. Oftentimes Mi- 


niſters ſuffer, and Religion ſuffers for the Reproach of 


their Youth. Stay till you are duly Qualify'd, and Re- 
gularly Call'd. The Work is Difficult in every Place, 
Offences eaſily taken, much Furniture needed. Be 
thorough and exact in your Preparations. * 


77, Favour of Divine Providence that parents 


are ſo generally diſpos d to devote theirSons, and they them- 


ſelves, to a Merk in which they may be almoſt ſure Offence 
will be given and taken. | e 


. Tis a ſmile of Heaven upon the Country when thoſe - 


of Figure and Eſtate are fo inclin'd. Let us give Glory 


to God, who has all Hearts in his Hands, and be thank- 
ful to Him;and praiſe his Name. bd bes 


(6.) We ought to pity and pray for thoſe Minifters 
and People, who live in Places where Offences are conti- 
aually given and taken. | 


Alas that there have been and ſtill are ſo many in 
this Land! We are come to thoſe latter times ſpoken 
of Mat. (24. 10. And then ſhall many be offended, and ſhall 
betray one another, and hate one anotber. How crooked 
and perverſe are ſome of the preſent Generation! Aw- 


ful Diviſions, incurable by Man, are to be ſeen ; and is it 


not to be fear'd, that ſome of them are owing to Mini/- 
ters not approving themſelves by Pureneſs, by Knowledge, . 
by Long-ſuffering, by Kindneſs, by the Holy Gheft, and by 
Love anfeigned ? Let us all ſeek earneſtly to God ( the 
Ged of Love, and the Prince of Peace) to give them 

Repentance and Healing! £94 3 AL 


(J.) Me gather the Peoples Duty of being exceeding- 


careful net to take Offence unjuſtly. 


| Expect not Perfe&ion in any part of your Miniſters 
Conduct. Remember that we alſo are Men of likePaſſions 
| with 
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with you, and drag about with us a Body of Sin and 
Death. Deſpiſe us not for meer human Frailties. Cover 
our” Faults with the Mantle of chriſtian Charity, and be 
very ſure that we commit an Offence before you take 
ene. Receive not an Accu/ation againſt us, unleſs it be 
well ſupported. Exerciſe that Charity towards us which 
thinketh no Evil. | Bleſſed. is be whoever ſpall not be offen- 
ded in me, Matth. 1. $4 75 I JE 


(..) Let People give no Offence to their Miniſters, but 


all proper Encouragement; that they may be blameleſs. If 
you would meet with none from us,it is but equal that you 
ſhould give us none. Be ye alſo fincere and without Of- 
fence. Make not our Work more difficult than it is, by 
your Non- attendance upon us, your Non: obſervance of 
us. Eſteem your Miniſters very highly in Love for 
their Works fake, and hold them in Reputation, Help 
them by your conſtant and fervent Prayers. Bret hren, 
Pray for #5s, We need your Prayers, and we ask them. 
He beſeech you for the Lord Feſus Chris ſate, and the 
Tode tbe Spirit, that you would ffrive together with us 
in your Prayers to God for us. If there Were leſs cenſuring 


of Minifters and more praying for them, the Miniſtry of _ 


the Land would not be ſo much blamed as it is. Leave 
off vilifying and ſlandring them. If you apprehend at 
any Time they are ſlack and remiſs, humbly excite them 
to their Duty, according to the Advice of the Apoſtle 
Paul to the People of Coleſſe, Col. 4. 17. Say to Archipe 


= 


-pus tate beed to thy Minifiry,\&c, » 421 
ain ens „ . 


Moreover, If you would not give them Offence, and 
| e their giving you any, ſuapport them handſomely, 
They have Bodies that need feeding and cloathing as 
well as you, which: can't he had without Labour or 
Money: If they labour in the Field, or go into Trade 
and Bufinefs, you are offended with them; and if they 
do not ( and you refuſe them:a ſufficient living) Poverty 
like an armed Man con- upon them. Poverty! which 
is attended with how many Temptations to Lafaithful- 


"neſs ! Beſides, The poor Miniſters Wiſdom will be de- 


2 
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ſpis d, and his Words not beard, - I beſeech you there- / 


fore to take te Caſe (or call it your. owp if 
. * „* 
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vou pleaſe) into ſeriout Confdetation. The Miniſter 
£ nds it may be ſeven or eight Yearsin qualifying him: 


Powers, and Gifts and Time, to a chriſtian People; 
and gladly ſpends and is ſpent for them, and becomes 
their Servant for JEsus ſake, ſb long as he lives. 
If this is a true Repreſentation, and who can deny it t 
ſay now, Whether the Apoſtle's reaſoning, 1 Cor. . 
11, 14. is not juſt --- I we have: ſown unt you ſpiritual 
Things, is it agreat Thing if we fhall reap your carnal 


Things? Even ſo hath God ordained, that 1 whopreach 
x ' the Goſpel, ſhould live of the'Gofpel. The Light of Na- 
3 ture, the Law of Gop, the Goſpel of our Saviour, with 
| one Voice declare your Duty in this Particular; and 
F I have ſaid the more upon it, becauſe This has been the 
[| Ground of many Offences, ( your failing in your Duty) 
L and will I fear, if the neœt Generation be not more 
h Liberal than the preſent, prove the Overthrow of many 
J of theſe Churehes. But know this, A juſt and jealous 
ö GOD will afterwards make you pay all your Arrearages 
| by ſuffering ſach Burthens to be laid upon you, 28 
£ 2 | | | P94 . a 
$ you will find hard to bear. ' Rag 2s Pings *o 
ll ( 9.) People ought in thoofing and Ln a Minifter to 
| *, conſult ( with the Wiſe) who-will be 
þ 
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Truth and Grace, that remain till with us, notwith- 
ſtanding Offences; and particularly for the good Proſpeft 
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| Tonly now beg leave to cloſe all with a brief Ad- 
dreſs, (. ) To the Paſtor Eleck. (2.) To the Pariſh. 


DAR Sin, 


I Hope and truſt your Thoughts haye been often 


and long employ'd on the important Things you have 
this Day been admoniſh'd of. Your Entrance on the 
arduons Work of the Miniſtry is in a Time and Age 
of Offences. Without pretending to any extraordinary 


Meaſure of the Spirit of Prophecy, I muſt be allowed to. 


ſay, that the State and Scituation of Affairs in our Land 
5 Churches, will occafion 2 more and 5 Of- 
fences. Many dangerous Symptoms are rly a 
xaring that . not only Confuſion | Ra Dif- 
| amy I therefore now counſel and adviſe you, as a 
Friend, to begin and carry on your Work with a nice 
Caution and becoming Cireumſpection, that you may 
not be the Man by whom the Offence cometh. En- 
rich your Mind with all uſeful Knowledge. Lay up 
all the Maxims of Prudence you can light of for Pra- 
Ctice; and in all Things approve your ſelf a true Mini- 
ſter of CHRIST. With an underſtanding Zeal preach 
up, andcontend for the Truths of the Goſpel, eſpecially 
Preſent Ones that are oppoſed and run down by the Men 
2 as they ſtile themſel ves; and at the ſame Lime 
be as couragious to ſtem the Tyde of Vice which is 
breaking in upon us and bearing down all before it. 


Exer remember, that you are in the Miniſtry; and let the 


Words of my Text ever appear to you as written with 


glaring Sun-beams in all Places, and in all Companies; 


5 _and be a ſtrong Guard on your Speeck and Behaviour: 
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happy, O  New-England ! © Whoſe Sons GOD" is raifing 
rom Year to Year in #hjs Place for Prophets, ande 
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we have of a Succeffion of pions and learned Miniſters 
to break the Bread of Life unto us. Happy, thrice 
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; animate and ſupport you in ſuch Caſes, call to Mind 


ꝓlameleſs in the Day of CHRIST. Set before you as an 
8 rn pl doing & ſuffering the Will of GO, the holy 
Patriarchs, 
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(as who may not ?) be always ready to tender chriſtian 
Satisfaction. —. And fenfible of your, own Weakneſs, 
and liableneſs to give Offence, repair often to the Foun- 
tain of all Grace and Wiſdom, Your Work will be 
hard and difficult at all Times; and in ſome Seaſons you 
may expect to meet with. peculiar Temptations. To 


the firſt Verſe of the Context, Mie then as workers to- 
gether with G GOD works in us and with us, and 
his Grace is ſufficient for you. And alſo that if you ap- 
prove your ſelf to Him, and give none Offence to the 
great Head of the Church (whatever Offences are un- 
juſtly taken by any diſaffected People) you ſhall be 


" Prophets, Apoſtles, and moſt eminent Mini- 
{ters of the Churek in all Ages: Eſpecially fix your Eye 

on the holy, harnilefs, inoffenfive, laborious JEsUg and 
follow HIM. 1e often how He preach'd and pray d 
and ſuffer'd ;.and be not weary nor faint in your Ming. ; 
We wiſh his Grace may be with your Spirit this Db. 
and inthe Solemnities before you, and that it may abide 

in you fotever. | ep 5 


I now turn my Speech unto the dear People of this 
1 . | 1 


BELOVED IN THE LORD, + 


have been no Stranger to your Circumſtances, nor 

ignorant of the Offences that have been given and taken 

among you -Bat ] hope and truſt they all from this Time 
will ly buried and cover'd in the loweſt Vaults of Obli- © -.. 

ion; and that nothing will appear to damp the ſacred 
Joys, or ſally the Beauties of thisSolemnity. I charitably 
Welieve the Perſon whom you have choſen fer your Paſ- 
tor, was form'd by the Spirit and Grace of GOD, to 
Huild up the Redeemer's Kingdom among you, and that 
you may be happy under his Rule and Teaching, if you 
are not greatly wanting in your Duty, to your ſelves 

uud im. We bleſßb God with you, for the good Degr . 
| 95 05 | 0 


728 


ef Union in your Proceedings. Weentreat you ts 
ſtill more and more of one Mind ; and that you d, 
receive Him in the Lord; helping him-continually Sg 


Heart and Hand to encourage and help him, GOD NI 
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your Prayers, and by your kind Offices and Offer- 8 


| ings. He needs as much to live upon as the Miniſters “n? 


of Places more able and wealthy; and if you find an- 


proſper your Work, and encreaſe your Subſtance, and 


in ſuch moſt agreable Ways lighten your Burthens from 


Year to Year. Conſider all that your Miniſter has is 


1 is your own, and can you-do too much for: 
him? Look upon him as your Friend and ſpiritual 


Father. Grieve not his Spirit. Let no Man deſpiſe him. 


In fine, The Charges of SOD are now laid upon you 
to do all that lyes in your Power that he may proceed —: 
in his Work with Comfort and Succeſs; and finiſh it 


with Joy and Triumph: That both d and He may 


meet inexpreſſibly happy in that united World, where 


no Offences are either given or taken ; where Light and 


Truth, and Peace and Holineſs are in Perfection; and 


the Fountain of all Good is continually filling the bleſſed 


Inhabitants with Joy unſpeakable, and Pleaſures Wwhick 
always grow and'nevercley for evermore. BT: 


/ / e 5 | | © 1 
I now conclude all, with that Apoſtolical Benediction 


and Doxology, Eph. G. 23, 24. and Jude 24, 25. ver. : 4 


Peace be to the Brethren, and Love with Faith from 


Od the Father, and our Lord Feſus Chrift. Grace be 
with them that love our Lord Feſus in Sincerity. 


Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 2 | J 


end to preſent you faultleſs before the Preſence of his Glory © 


with exceeding Foy, —— To the only wiſe God our aui. 
ear, be Glory and Majefiy, Dominion and Power, bath now _ 


and ever. 
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